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ANMAL  SHELTER

“Animal Control Officer Remgns Before Hearing

Town Manager ‘Rocco
Longo said this week that he
will soon advertise for the po-
sition of Animal Control Of-
ficer following the resignation
last week of Haley Dee Parlin.

Longo and Police Chief
Mark DeLuca had called an

administrative hearing last -

Wednesday to discuss a num-
ber of complaints against
Parlin’s performance on the job
but she resigned before it oc-
curred.

The embattled animal con~
trol officer had been the sub-
ject of controversy for several

reasons including the condi-

tions at the town’s animal shel-

ter, administrative issues and

conflicts w1th town employees
and residents. She was hired

| by Longo for the job four and

a half years ago.

Parlin said Monday that she ;

was “just trying to do my job”

and has taken 4 lot of verbal

abuse-forit, -
She said she was told by

Chief De Luca to turn over her
animal contrel vehicle and

keys to the shelter as well as
her cell phone-the previous
week pendmg a hearing.
“This is a lightning rod
position,”she said. “A lot of

people have made claims’

against me that are not true.

You take your pride. You take -

your dignity and you wlak

away.”

In a related matter last Fri-
day, Parlin filed assault and bat-
tery charges in Plymouth Dis-
trict Court against Anne

' Eldridge of Harrison Street in-

volving an altercation between
the two women two weeks ago.

Parlin claims Eldridge in-
sisted on posting fundraising

~signs for the animal shelter at

the town facility against Parlin’s
wishes and when Parlin refused
Eldridge grabbed her sleeve.
“I refused to be pushed
around by people any more,”
said Parlin this week. “I was
told a long time ago by the town

manager that it was a conflict

for a town employee to appear

* to be raising funds for the ani-

mal shelter.”
Eldridge told the Clipper

~ last week she had received per-

mission from Town Clerk
Nancy Oates to post the signs
and Parlin refused to look at her
when she tried to explain.

“I merely touched her sleeve
and said, °Haley, please just
look at tne and listen to what I
have to say.”

Parlin admits that the con-
ditions at the animal shelter
“got away from me” but at-
tributes it to lack of help from
the DPW and an injury she en-
dured on the job.

Parlin reported conditions
at the shelter to the Mass. Di-
vision of Occupational Safety
which undertook an investiga-
tion of the animal shelter issu-
ing a report last year citing nu-
merous violations.

Asst. Animal Control officer;

Matt Riggins is covering ani-

mal control duties pending the
hiring of a new full time officer.




